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F—Y 2Ry / Arts Spots

@ 7v—b—-Favzotk

e Breaker Project

é http://breakerproject.net/
- BFHEMN (Shin-Fukujuso Apt.)
Tel: 070-5046-8667
IIE1-5-31 / Sanno 1-5-31

@ KiokuF =g [7-AT ]
D Kioku Syugeikan 'Tansu’
1IE1-11-5/ Sanno 1-11-5

Cocoroom

http://cocoroom.org/

REFEFAEEEAN TXEIEELZTHDEE
(Art NPO, The Room for Fullness of Voice
Words, and Hearts)

FAMNGREDTEFE DTN —L

(Cocorom Café Garden Guest House)

Tel: 06-6636-1612

KF2-3-3 / Taishi 2-3-3
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& Picture Show

i and Performance, Musubi
REFFHVEDE
*Appointment is required
Mail: kamishibaigeki@yahoo.co.jp
AF2-2-16 Ty AR / Taishi 2-2-16 Eggs

AFKEBS
Japanese Popular Theaters
[http://0481.jp/]

O #—TREIH

D OS Theater

i Tel: 06-6649-3503
ILIE2-14-20 / Sanno 2-14-20

Naniwa-club Theater
Tel: 06-6632-2629
RRXEEART-3-7
Naniwa-ward Ebisuhigashi 1-3-7

O R#EI57
2
F

© BaEI5

p Asahi Theater

¢ Tel: 06-6633-4553
R ESEAR2-1-26
Naniwa-ward Ebisuhigashi 2-1-26

0 HRE
A Suzunari-za Theater
& Tel: 06-4392-2201
R 4#52-9-1 / Tsurumibashi 2-9-1

O BEE

A Bainan-za Theater

& Tel: 06-6653-7800
#571-8-21 / Bainan 1-8-21

H7z-FZH / Cafés and Music
@© REE

0 Narita-ya: Live Music on Saturday
& WE1-16722 / Sanno 1-16-22

@ 3an—5L 25y ITEN—

o ¥&sra—F

 Cocoroom Classic Music Bar,
Satake Records
A(Thu.)19:30~. £+ H (Fri. Sat. Sun.) 13:00~
(hF1-15-11/ Sanno 1-15-11

® h7z-7—2R

p Café Earth

é Tel: 080-3098-5411
AF1-3-26 / Taishi 1-3-26

@® Traveler's Bar Osaka Tacos
C Tel: 06-6636-2455
£ AF1-3-24 / Taishi 1-3-24

@ Kama Pub
C Tel: 06-6537-9096
G AF1-4-2 KFHREWMIF/ Taishi 1-4-2 1F

(® Music Bar Groovy

C www.groovy-bar.com

G Tel: 080-4702-0022
AF1-6-2 / Taishi 1-6-12

® =a—9—-)E

¢ Newworldou
www.new-worldou.com
Tel: 06-6641-2476
RF1-5-6 / Taishi 1-5-6

H7z- &3 / Cafés and Music

© #RE

C Namba-ya:

& Standing Bar with Live Music
FkZZ5E2-5-2 / Haginochaya 2-5-2

Triangle / Sankaku Park

O =ZALEGRZREBLE)
B
|/ 2 FE3TE7 / Haginochaya 3-7

#3% / Sento, Public Bath

O KRB

£ Wako Baths

& Tel: 06-6641-6675
IHE1-7-6 / Sanno 1-7-6

@ HoHis

€ Hinode Baths

{ Tel: 06-6649-1350
WE2-7-9 / Sanno 2-7-9

@D BES

b Mansei Baths

{4 Tel: 06-6641-9272
(HFE2-14-10 / Sanno 2-14-10

@ 33D
c Baths Sanwa
1 Tel: 06-6641-7819
R TZEL1-1-12 / Tengachayakita 1-1-12

@ AR
c Irifune Baths
Z Tel: 06-6641-2681
#kZZ5/E1-6-3 / Haginochaya 1-6-3

D KE5
8 Suemori Baths
& Tel: 06-6641-7753
FkZZEE2-8-2 / Haginochaya 2-8-2

@ TADULHER®

D A Monument Commemorating
c "Tennoji Mura"

@ BERILEBERS

0 Nishinari Sanno Post Office
[ Tel:06-6641-0123
IIFE1-6-19 / Sanno 1-6-19

@ IWEZEDEI—

£ Sanno Children's Center

|/ NEHFIRJWADHE / *Appointment is required
Tel: 06-6633-8415
IJF2-5-4 / Sanno 2-5-4

@ VetV I—

¢ Hitohana Center

é XEFRFRVWEDHE / *Appointment is required
Tel: 06-6649-7890
AF1-13-15/ Taishi 1-13-15

@) I (BT KEAH)

¢ Nekozuka (Cat Mound)
i AF2-3-19/ Taishi 2-3-19

@ HVWIAFEEIEYF—

g Airin Labor Welfare Center
-~ Tel: 06-6641-0296
FkZZ5E1-3-44 / Haginochaya 1-3-44

@ zEHOE

g8 The Home For Children

ﬁ XEFFIVEDHE / *Appointment is required
Tel: 06-6645-7778
Fk 2 Z5E2-3-24 / Haginochaya 2-3-24

@ BERTHRE

Nishinari Civic Hall
Tel: 06-6633-7200
FkZZ<E2-9-1 / Haginochaya 2-9-1

@ ERYA—IVF—F

A Nishinari Wall Art Nippon
BELREESERV
Lower Structue of Viaduct of Nankai Railway
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\he Kamagasaki area is easily accessible by publicitransport.

RAEERZE (BZ) AO7 7€
How to Get to Kansai International Airport (KIX)

O#%3& / Train

HoE — (BEAR) — BE (920M~) 4259 H¥FASE—M93459 (+15R%55109)

Shin-imamiya sta. — (Nankai Line) — KIX (JPY 920-) approx. 42mins.
*(+Express rapi:t JPY 510, 34mins.)

#FoE— UR— XREF— (UR)— BZ=(1,060M~) #9545
Shin-imamiya sta. — (JR)— Tennoji sta.

(JRY— KIX (JPY 1,060-) approx. 54mins.
©/NZ / Airport Bus

BYEFIR — O THEEFHFE2E57>—)— LA (OCAT) — (NR)—
— B922(1,230M~) #9529

Dobutsuen-mae sta. — {Midosuji Subway. Line or TAXI)— Namba sta. (OCAT) — {bus)—
— KIX (JPY1,230-) approx. 52mins:

©% 27— / Taxi
AR X252 £TH10,000M T,
It's about JPY 10,000 by taxi from Nishinari to Kansai International Airport.

[a2]

RERCRBPRI I —PRBREDONRE ZH BTSN,

If you go to and come from the airport in late night or early morning, taxis and buses are convenient.

PRRZEEADF7 74X / Osaka International Airport = Itami Airport
% Mainly for domestic flights

FoE /BYER — GESEEM TR — MEFBEETAE—
— (ZTHENR)— FFZB(940M) #9335

Shin-imamiya sta. / Dobutsuen-mae sta. — (Walk or Subway)— Abenobashi sta. or Namba sta. —
— {Airport bus) — Itami(JPY 940) 33mins.

=iE/NZR / Highway Bus '

ABRAERAELT-EENRIIEEICZ<HBVET, BHOBMIFA VI —Fy M TCRRTZILEBEIOLET,
BREETIREVWIEDNZVWTITOIABATHHALLTVDIRIRIEE L TVWEEERNXTT,

Many highway buses run from the Osaka area. Check the Internet for the one you need.
The easiest bus service for tourists, though not the cheapest, is run by JR (Japan Railways).

(Vo
#18%4% / Shinkansen, Bullet Train o

YR FIER — TR R — FHABRER — CIrEsiR)
Dobutsuen-mae sta. — {Midosuji Subway Line)— Shin-Osaka sta. — (Shinkansen) |
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Explore this town on your own; think, imagine, be crea
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The area this map covers has three names: Nishinari, Airin, Kamagasaki. “Nishinari” is
the administrative name for the area. This name is the most widely known. “Airin” is the
name used to refer officially to the area. It covers a "simple lodging" area of 0.62 square
kilometers. Authorities and media tend to use this name. “Kamagasaki” no Ionger

exists as an official place name; however, this name is still preferred by people

who focus on the past and present role of the area as a gathering place for day laborers.
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£y X, HEROBEREN %X 2 % 72 917 % i 7 RS EE OHHGTR & L CEofEk
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TABEZDDBDoT D] LESET,

Kamagasaki was created artificially by national policy in order to produce a supply of
cheap physical labor, supporting the Japanese high economic growth period. When young

Japanese visit the area for the first time, they get surprised that such an area even exists
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in Japan.
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How it looks and how you feel depend on the season and the time you visit this area.
Mid-August: With time off for the O-Bon holiday, the neighborhood throws a summer
festival for people who have no homes to go back. The memorial
service held for people who have died here is also an important ritual.

New Year: Construction work also stops over the New Year. For day laborers, this means
no income. Because of the cold, getting through this time of year always involves a
communal struggle. These days, it has elements of a festival as well.
December-February: The coldest time of year and the toughest for the neighborhood.
Few people know that someone is found dead on the street every year.

Late March: A moment of paradise for the neighborhood, when flowers bloom on the

street and in the parks, and groups gather to drink under the blossoms.

JR - A EOHSEE, BT HBMENI. BSUSE S E BRI B 5 D BRT
T, ¥KREF, HROPLEIEHTEET,

3500 rOBBFRE SO BEEL/ER TS, Ho S 2 3BT
DEFT, THREI7V—DEIFIDELDOUPITIFEA> T NIVA, BB, BEHETE
IS UPITEN > TV ZADNE T, FRhOTEYL ) BEMINE AL
W LTz, BRSO T A — CAORAEIBEZ TV E T,

R / Transportation

The nearest stations include Shin-Imamiya (JR/Nankai), Dobutsuen-mae (subway), and




Shin-Imamiya-Ekimae (Hankai). You can also walk here from Tennoji or Abeno.

Within the neighborhood, basically you walk or use a bicycle_ Cars and
motorcycles are few. Most taxis will not come here. People can be found sleeping on the
street or in parking lots. There were once people who made a practice of being hit by cars for

money. Lately we see more elderly care and day-service vans.

ZrIBIfFEATHSE AL / Inhabitants &?

S HEWVWORRFEE. »20vidxy@Ecy, LirLELiREisE
Mb, ATEREZGE I I TVE T, ZARMPEVEMBEGRE I TEE L, 22
THEZLTWTH ZOHIRITFEATORWAIIELEAETT, £, 20 L THE
Bk A2 b wEE L, MIBHH»OHTETL AL HMALTOVET,

Many are construction day laborers or former laborers. However, most are
growing older and many now receive welfare, meaning that welfare workers are also
more commonly seen. Most people who work here do not live in the neighborhood. There

are also young people who cannot find a place in society and ex-convicts.

oo _of
LN T / Morning & Night

2r B0 SFAEEICEIZTE T, cnEdV VALY E—DY v v XZ—DF
CEERDSH o TWVWET, SICY = v Z —2HATIEL D $¥ 4, BOWHEEIR
BWEBbL I 2 @3H D, 3K, 4ARr LB SHBOIADVET, FREHEDO LD
WIEEFOHTHEL THHFLADNL L BITERIHE L TVEST, ZO0EL0RIE
BARIEERRoTE 2T, RO 21 BHZIZE:D 1wy, Bozoldno47
JEHEBEOWEBRIZTF, ZLCE7:5RRI2 L EE D 3,

Kamagasaki’s morning begins at 5:00, when the Airin Center shutters open

and people must leave their shelter. Good jobs tend to be first come first served, and
some people are on the move from 3 or 4 a.m. Many elderly people who are not working

tend to be up and walking by dawn as well, adding to the early morning bustle.

Night falls quickly in this town. The central area is quiet by 21:00, leaving only

the clamor of the karaoke pubs. Then, and morning comes again before 5.

EEAN / Habitation

oAy ZBHPUEEOEE = FLTwET, 2k By GESmEHET
EELTWB AR, F¥E 78— MIEH L 78T 78— MITEA TV EADZ VT
OTT, DEDEFYLZOTENIZIEBRL MV, X FU L ENDH) A, I
RLEHRTELE VI NME—HP Zo=ZBM TR RO BT T Z LItk ET, £
NFEL RVEELADBRENL ZNM EOFE, v T —V—L LN L Xy F N
EDIRITEATHE T,

FRITEORFEN T RBO LA L IREBOK L TR EZBILTWE T, F 72Uz
By vZ =350, FITEELNOHITBAAT AL L7 SAVET,

Most people live in small rooms, 3 or 4.5 tatami mats. as many of them live in
flophouses (simple lodgings) or flophouses which have been remodeled into welfare
apartments. These rooms have no baths, toilets, or kitchens. People bedridden due to age
or indisposition have nothing to do all day but stare at the ceiling in their narrow rooms.
A few lucky ones have 6-mat rooms or more, with showers and tiny kitchens.

People who can’t afford the flophouses spend the night on the streets. There are also

shelters in the area, and many people use these on cold or rainy nights.

e @

BEALDERPNEDL, 7477V FNOMELE > TE TR/NMNEOEKE LTESL L
TVET, KBNTVADRVWARER2LZ2OEIPEIVBELVWEEDLI 2224,
LHL, 2HOLLEEDRAITDHDEDRE BHRITHIZL o TREFZDDTT,

BH / Eating

Most residents keep home cooking to a minimum, eating out or buying takeout. Getting a

good nutritional balance is difficult.

However, these one-person meals are handy for travelers.




PNA NV R =2 — / Survival Menu %@7

HWY Ay E—DEFTRERBRIINZ S & - YUl h Y42 100MHIZETED 2
EBTEFT, BRNTRKLRPEI LD LTRETT,

IHOLTIYEEEI BENLL Kol L&, ZOMBOANTLDL L BIERTVWEDIE
BS—AY TF, ZOHBTARDH 2T — A VM CIRIZEAERLITS 2
EDBWIERIZEVEETY, [523L0FR] TR—ROOLHEL [7—xVE]
LLCHBLTEY, T, DRLeX vy R_RYLLEOBHELMPTHL LD 2 LT
=9,

WEWET— XV EEI SRR O L L, BEOKREHU crEs, ksl
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YR DO—EBLE D TT,
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FIOBRBRICHEVEL &5, s, BECKERILTURHETZZL3TES
Ao

Behind the Airin Center, you can buy bento meals which are past or almost past their

sell-by dates for 100 yen. Eat at your own risk.

People who can’t afford these bentos tend to live on packaged ramen. The ramen

available here is far cheaper than anything in other areas.

The “Furusato House” keeps a first-floor “Ramen Room” open for people to boil their
noodles, adding bean sprouts or cabbage for free.

Those who can’t afford even ramen line up for free meals. Various organizations
provide these, and most days there is at least one free meal available somewhere.
However, some people absolutely refuse to partake. This is a part of their self-respect.

If you want to try the free meals, receive permission from the people in
charge and join the line. Note that you cannot start a cooking fire on the street.

- | Bue 7 o val
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RARELTCE-ORISATEBE °¥. BEERATY 747 &—HH,
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There are places to drink all over Kamagasaki. No one turns a hair at people short on
money buying alcohol from a vending machine and drinking it on the street. Many people
become alcoholics because no one blames them for drinking all day.

Karaoke pubs have lately become very common. Have a drink,
sing a song. The girl behind the counter will sing with you if you want, for some extra
money. Meal and drink from two or three thousand yen up. Honest-to-goodness bars are

now appearing in areas popular with hotels for foreign travelers.

£z
Z[EE / Crime ﬁﬂ%%;‘iagﬁ mﬁ%“..

ZrBEXrYRELRELEIADBCET, LLOIEERE, ¥ FLEMEADE R,
HEZWNIFT VA BMKBFELET, Lidvwz, RAEAL LOREEAIZHL > TS
WHIFTIRD D XA, EHROBEEIIUARK A o —VELTVES, TiTk) B
FHHEE o TOWEH A, HURISTEEBRIIAZOILEBEAKE ST TR
BEULRVE D ZENLROLEL, ZOFHLIFETHRER LS oTIVTL X I,

Some people say this is a dangerous neighborhood. Sure enough, there are crimes like
stealing from sleeping drunks or pickpocketing, as well as fights and arson. However,
there are no more violent crimes like murder than in other areas. Policemen patrol the

streets at all hours. Guns are not to be seen here. If you come from a country

with metal detectors at shop doors, you will find this a very safe neighborhood indeed.




Y / Drugs

BAEREER L F L7z, DWEREE TIORBIIHA TR D HEBICREBERSAFTSE S
I TLT, HILESEEROVMIBTEL D, KEHOFIA TAV—L VIR
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RO D £ 0 il & L BELECHBIL O 2ERDDLL DD A, BfiF
LTIELLRVODIE, ZZOFEADIFLEAENRBEROR) B EEHFALTEVRVE
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FOHMBUKIZOZ S Z LTI, RUEBLVEARIETTRERITHEIZL X ),

This neighborhood used to be the easiest place in Japan to get hold of amphetamines,
although incidents have decreased sharply lately. Because deals could be made while still
in the car, it earned the infamous nickname of the amphetamine drive-through. Some
30 years of this have left residents dubious about the recent crackdown. Please note that
hardly any of the residents actually tolerate amphetamine deals.

Do not approach drug addicts casually if you see them. If they are hallucinating, ordinary
communication can be difficult. Ideally they should be brought to the attention of a self-

help organization for addicts, but if there is no other choice, contact the police.

VA KTV / Restaurants &/;y&:\: /;

ZOHUBITIRIER IR Z VA P v 23 H D 5, TEHEDVIA LY
Z—HOREIAToTHEL & Do FHILERTRY) 2 —2T2oR) DRENELN
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KEL T DIE~F —ER, HHIADOMWEIZE LR WE I ITHEE LT 3w,
FRHEBENLVELDORO, VEVHOZ I VOH B U E D FERERO L DBEND
DET, DULIOHFHE, 2L TRIL LGB bR ALEMBERLCES
2EBTEET,

There are any number of unusual restaurants in this area. Try the Airin Center cafeteria

in the early morning for large meals at reasonable prices, and oil paintings on the walls.

However, this cafeteria is really for laborers, and it is rude for large groups of travelers to
invade it. Try not to get in the way of the regular customers.

Because so many people in the neighborhood live alone, there are yakiniku restaurants
and stew shops which serve individuals. You may be able to get friend|y
with local residents here.

7K / Water

. s
HAOKEKI AL D ZDEETFREIENTEE T, A &A‘é/\am v
FRRMVAD OKEHBATE 2T, )

Japanese tap water is potable_ Bottled water is also available for purchase if you prefer.

ARTLEENT — v / For Muslims
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Strictly halal food is extremely difficult to obtain. As well, there are several mosques in
Osaka, Kansai International Airport and Namba Parks. If this is important to you, please

confirm the situation before you travel. Vegetarian food is available for example
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at the Cocoroom café if you call ahead.
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Many people in the area have their Qwn unique style_ Others are less inclined to

wash and launder their clothes, wearing them until they wear out.
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This neighborhood has the shortest average life span in Japan. People

die five to ten years earlier than the average. This is thought to be the influence of labor
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in poor conditions when younger.

Tuberculosis has been all but conquered in Japan, but this area has a far higher
percentage of TB sufferers than elsewhere, mainly due to poor nutritional and sanitary
conditions. Group living, in shelters and so on, is also common, making infection easier.
Therefore, free TB tests are regularly available.

Diabetes is also common. While often understood as a disease of overnutrition, another
major factor is an extremely unbalanced diet. Poverty can often lead to fooling an

empty stomach with sweets, which leads to the prevalence of diabetes here.
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The parks here are unique. First, there are hardly any children and therefore no playground
equipment or water fountains, and high fences around the parks. As well, almost all of
them have limited opening times and are J|ocked at night_ There once used to be
many homeless people pitching tents in the parks, but now only a very few people sleep in

a very few parks. There are very few places where people can assemble in large numbers

perhaps to prevent riots, and so parks are ysed for various events.
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Everyone is very sensitive to the news. If you talk to one of the men here, you may
be Surprised at their erudition. They are extremely interested in world
events, both in Japan and internationally. It’s also notable that newspapers are widely

read in this neighborhood, one of the poorest in Japan. However, many people are




illiterate, and there are always phonetic readings included on public notices.
People like gossip much more than news. All kinds of gossip, wicked and guiltless.
People’s imagination is changed into word-of-mouth and secondhand information, and

then retold like a fact. If you begin to live here, you might experience being swayed by
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this kind of gossip.

VR A4 / Shopping

The Tamade Supermarket is the heart of shopping here. Deli
foods are extremely cheap, although some people say you get what you pay for. It may
cause some culture shock, between its gaudy nighttime appearance and the fact that most

of the customers are elderly men.
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There used to be a large outdoor market here, both white and black. People say that even
single shoes could be, and were, bought. Many of the goods were of uncertain origin,
giving it the nickname of “the thieves’ market”. Repeated police crackdowns

have reduced market activities to @ few people early in the morning in a
few places, a change welcomed by some and regretted by others.
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Prices in Kamagasaki are quite different from other areas. Food and drink tend
to cost around 200 yen, and some ramen, takoyaki, or okonomiyaki shops will
provide a meal for 100 yen. At a slightly higher range, plentiful set meals and bento meals

are available for 500 yen or so.
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Vending machines are everywhere in Japan. This neighborhood is no exception, but the
prices are different: drinks costing 130 yen or so elsewhere are for sgle at 50 yen
here. The rumor is that they are almost at their sell-by dates, but that doesn’t seem to
be the case when you buy them; who knows. Some people also call it corporate charity.

Cigarettes are also available in vending machines, but here the prices are the same all
over the country as legally required. Many machines require proof of age, so foreign
travelers usually buy their smokes at convenience stores. Popular in this neighborhood are

the old “third-class” cigarettes “Wakaba” at low prices.
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The accepting nature of the neighborhood goes back some 50 years, to the first Christian
and social activist groups which put down roots of mutual support. The nature of Osakans
helped to cultivate this spirit as well.

The key players here are laborers, contractors, yakuza, police, activists, and Christians.

Add the people who run businesses and own land here to that, for a dual aspect of

coexistence and conflict of interest.
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Given the many people living alone here, many residents are fond of animals. However,
Japanese cities have little wildlife. Stray dogs were once common and there are many
doglovers, but they have almost disappeared thanks to dogcatching, due to disease, pack
forming, and howling. Stray cats, on the other hand, are extremely well represented.

There are also men who feed pigeons and have them well trained.

There even used to be a flophouse with dozens of pet rabbits.
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The large number of single men in the neighborhood necessarily means there are few
children. Haginochaya Elementary School in the central region was the model for Chie’s
school in the manga Jarinko Chie, but it was amalgamated with the nearby junior high
school in 2014. The one nursery school in the region has no waiting list. The men of
the neighborhood are very fond of children, and keep an eye
on them for their safety.

\e

B5E / Photographs Q

BELHHOBEYEIEL ZDELTIRE T —TLk, ZIZREDENLL THEIT 2
gmmchd ), WEIZBDLEWVES T3, AFBI IV I LEHMbNZZLE
BN AL VET, EOBGEBRICIIBE LRI SN EBDLNDZ DDLU HY
FXAo LL, AR— M7 2 VB EOERTHTOMETEDIIIILL-:2LLD
D, BETRAPLRVERIIL>TEE LT, LRVW2IZRERNMTIEI L CESE
DIFTT, WSLOVYXEMILILFBIFIERETL LD, ERFEOHHTT
XS5 THIELSLbO THEETTS,

For a long time, photography and video recording were taboos in this neighborhood.
This is an area where you can work without an ID, and nobody asks about
your past_ Many people are afraid that someone will find out they are here. Many
of the images from the past are thought to have been taken secretly. With the advent
of smartphones, meaning that anyone can take photos easily, these rules are relaxing

considerably. However, this is a place where people live, not a tourist
attraction. Try not to point your camera at someone out of the blue. There are also




certain areas where photography is still extremely difficult.

BTV / Accommodations
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There are plenty of cheap, small rooms available in this area. These are simple lodgings,
informally called flophouses, originally meant for day laborers. However, the aging
population has put many of them on the rocks, forcing some to switch to hostels for

young people or foreigners. Many single rooms are available for 2000 yen or less, the

cheapest rates in Japan, with a variety of facilities, sanitation, and atmospheres.
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B35 / Theaters

The neighboring areas of Tsurumibashi to the south and Shinsekai to the north have
various popular theaters. These are cheap and feature traveling entertainers.
Popular actors have fans who follow them around the country. Performances are in

Japanese only, but should be enjoyable even so.
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Physical labor by the day in this neighborhood is open to anyone, no questions asked, but
you do need to speak a certain amount of Japanese. Short-term visitors from abroad have
almost no way to earn travel money. Short-term help in hostels might let
you off the charges for the night; ask the staff if you are interested.
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There are very few women in this area, meaning that until recently there were almost no
public toilets for women. Now there are a few marked for women, but most are in fact
common use with men, so many women are reluctant to use them.

Convenience store toilets are a alternative, but as they were once used for shooting up,

this area is unusual in that many stores do not permit their
use.
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ok e} / Ginema

There are no cinemas in this neighborhood at the moment. The first ones appear once
you get to Shinsekai, but to see first-run movies you need to go as far as Abeno. Until
2014 there was a movie theater called Tobita Cinema which sold tickets for as little as
100 to 500 yen depending on the day; the men relaxed there and sometimes found it a

good place to spend the night.
There are also many movies which are set in Kamagasaki.

LGBTQ
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This neighborhood has functioned as g Welcoming place for LGBTQ

people as well. However, it remains a male-centered area. Places for men to gather
are usually marked “members only” and require information gathering in advance; similar

places are common in neighboring Shinsekai as well.
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The neighborhood was long thought to be a null space for arts and culture; however, the
men here have great potential capacity and desire for expression, and are eager to try

new things. Against this background, Cocoroom sponsors the “Kama Gei

/ Kamagasaki University of Arts”.
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Exza / Ecologica,l Activities

There are two conflicting aspects to the environment here. Until a little while ago, the
streets and parks alike were full of illegally disposed trash in mountains. This problem
is being gradually solved, however, by regular security patrols. Also, few people own
cars, and SO most people walk or use public transport; those who have licences
tend to use employers’ cars as needed, so car sharing is the natural result. However,

unlocked bicycles and umbrellas tend to be treated as a free
for all; beware of theft.
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Official gambling is not available in this area. Pachinko is accepted as a form of leisure,
but few pachinko halls welcome foreign visitors as yet. There are illegal gambling halls
called “nomiya” here and there, but a major crackdown a few years ago reduced their
number significantly. This is probably the only place in Japan where people can be seen
shooting craps in the light of day, but these games require an invitation.

Neither gambling nor drinking was a major problem while the laborers could work. If
you lose money, just earn some more; if you're doing hard physical work, alcohol gets

metabolized more easily. However, once the work dries up, these become addictions and
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turn to serious problems affecting daily life.

HETE R EE / MIfare Assistance

This area has the highest rate of welfare recipients in Japan. One out of every two people
is on welfare. This is because there are no pensions for day labor, and because it does

not require savings, so that many people never developed the habit. As well, many other

municipalities in Japan have shoveled their welfare recipients into this area.

Welfare is recognized in Japan as a basic human right, but some people feel guilty about
it. Some end up in despair, not knowing what to do with their minimal
survival needs. However, activities that develop relationships have increased

recently, to promote mutual assistance between individuals in the area.
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This neighborhood is known as the only place in Japan to see regular
riots. From 1961 on there have been 24 uprisings. As of this writing, the last time

was in 2008. The men are under stress and dissatisfied in daily life because of the tough
employment situation. In most cases, the proximate cause of the riots was the discovery

of some kind of dishonesty. It can be said that the pains of daily life exploded_
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The long-time etiquette in this town was tO0 avoid probing into one
another’s business. Most people had their own reasons for working here, and
many wanted to hide themselves from regular society. Some researchers call this “the

norm of uninvolvement.”
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HAEKBIOA Yy bV —7 / Mutual Help

While it may seem to contradict the idea of “uninvolvement,” this neighborhood also

has @ custom of helping one another when in need. Whoever has

money will stand a round for whoever doesn’t, or for a traveler. However, this can also

cause trouble between residents. Because many people are in difficulties, there are also
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many people who specialize in providing help.
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If you have come simply as a traveler, or for training or volunteering of some kind, leaving
town is easy. There are train stations nearby, and you can travel far away by highway bus
or airplane easily enough.

However, if you have found your way to this town with no other choices left, leaving is
not so easy. Some people say the nine-year point is your last chance.
After ten years here, leaving is almost impossible. This is an empirical rule, but most

people are in agreement.
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Travelers have been expressly welcomed here since 2005 or so. For many years until
then, this was the day laborers’ town, and before that, since early in the Edo period, it
was a neighborhood for people who had been abused and driven out by society. However,
the long recession and changing labor market since 1990 have reduced its function as a
labor gathering place, and the flophouses have switched to cheap hostels. The men
you see on the street may once have lived in the hotel you
are staying at.
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Please write down what you have seen, heard, felt, thought while walking in this area.
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Cocoroom is an art NPO in the physical form of a café and guest house in
Nishinari. It began activities in 2003 as a part of a project sponsored by Osaka
City at the former Shinseki Festival Gate. Various encounters and discussions
have led Cocoroom to its main themes, "Expression, society, work, and
independence." In 2007 that project ended and Cocoroom moved its base to
Doubutsuen-mae shopping street, which is at the edge of the Kamagasaki area.
There, a small café started in 2008. Cocoroom established “Kaman! media
center” in 2009 (which ended in 2015) and “Kamagasaki University of Arts” in
2012. It also moved south in the same shopping street and opened “Cocoroom
Café Garden Guest House” in 2016.
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Cocoroom Café Garden Guest House

A guest house with 35 beds in the second Doubutsuen-mae shopping street. In
its backyard there is an open garden, which people might not imagine from the
door facing the street. Colorful trees, a small farm, birds, a hammock... At night,
even stargazing is possible, here in the middle of the city.

Dormitory 2,500~ / Single room 3,500~

Café: Coffee 400 / Seasonal drinks: Mojito, Shiso juice
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Kama Gei (Kamagasaki University of Arts)

- Anyplace can be a university if there are people who want to study.

This is a community university open to anyone around the world. It offers
various kinds of workshops and lectures. Each lecture lasts two hours. Although
we may speak in faltering English, please join us if you are interested.




